[ .-

it
7 ﬂ””’ﬂﬂ[,_!u_[:_ 5

An adrenaline-filled rafting trip §i: @
on India’s Brahmaputra b

i by Ranjan Pal, photography by sﬂ Moudgill
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the Great Descent
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Riwers are rated on their difficully levels, wilh
Clawsl being the easlest to run, and Class W1 lor
mace advanced rafters, Beginners should stait with
& rheer that is rated Class 1 or fower,

Mo special equipment is reqguired—only shars,
Teshirts and a pood pair of strap-na sandais.

River rafting 5 a relatively safe advenicre sclivity,
Qualified outfitters should previde all safety
equipment [life jackets, helmets, fool braces), In
colder weathes, they plse provide spray jackets,
Spray pants and wetsuits.

A high level of fitneds B heiplul = expecially in
Ml Lo rapds = but ndll reguired.

Chilldron over the age of 14 can join in on most triga.
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mi the sand. cotertmming ws with thew exuberant annes under the
mikddy sn. Camp Pango, with in row of erasge aed gy Bapeeds
vesis esthed soppether on 2 chescent of white wnd, s an idvilic spoe.
I have never seen sich 3 profusion of wild vepctation. Gt plan-
taus Jovm out of the mnt bke ghostly green spiders, their leafy
rendrils drooping 1o the carth. Odhcrs ase dotted across the hillade,
:rp-lndﬂq.tu'lm wview hike wlent Ereen frewnrks Froum the srround-
g forct cover.

Remmred by the wonring expedition, we leave carly the noa
oot g ouly 10 b shakon wads—awake by the spray from anoth.-
er Claws 11+, which guards the entrance o the porpe. “Riding the
wave brain down that beg green nghway™ s what Jed calls ic 1 il
o share his poeric nonchalance, bur the max of mctaphon » a
cumpelhng descripoion, | think o myself, a5 we lrch through the
giant rapids. A shaft of sunlight Mvsmates our colorful betle floal.
Le—toisr rafts, nine knvaks and 3 cataraft—ae we enter the speciac-
ular poege. Sheer mxck walls wwer above us, crowned by the dense
forest. Graceful Dietle warerfalls plunge from the hoights, the kayak-
ers reveling in thewr glttermg spray. It n easy o umagine that no
one ha ever heen here befare. Bor tomeone of something—
clearly has. Two hundred feet above, the vegetation comes 1o an
abropt end, diced off in a clean line & by o dove. This s the hagh-
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wiater mark of the June 2000 food, when o grest wall of water
wwept down from the Himalayas, indiscriminasely Wiping ot peo-
ple, bouses, bridees and the forest. The pund fak 10 mmagne what
that immense force muw have been like in the narrow confines of
this rcky gorge.

After the adrenaline rsh of chose carly doys, the renaining
fiver run 5 e eventiul, though soll thrilbng in i own wae There
are longer stretches of ol and sips of hunus lhebiston
reappear—terraced fickds, tharched bon and the oocasonal minkin,
3 crows between 3 bison and 3 buffalo. We pass ender scveral vole-
hir.‘ﬂ-l; SUSPCTISs l}hJ:..p:'b rru.d.r -ul" carie and hambaoe =g Fage
540, At Toting, | venrored sceoss one such procatious coumstrudtion,
my heare in my mouth it owayed alarmingly above the Siang rac-
ing [ bodow. The Adn punchalantly hamg out on themn or race
down to the riverhank to greet us and cheer os on Their enchusi-
atse respotine has been guite mverwhebming. Evervwhere long hnes
of pretty tribal women, chanting sad swaving i ther galv-colord
skirt, e welcomed the expedition. They sncoorage 08 1o join
them and we nead o second imitaton We are souclicd by the
spinit ard generoaty of these wonderful people and riwe our can
in salure. What o wild and crazy ride ths b beco—one | ahall
remember all my life. H1
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