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Apart from burning rubber on the river or on the
volleyball court you can hike into Sangla or Har
ki-Dun, fish for trout, or let the Tons help you
fish for your darker side. For people here inter-
pret their Mahabharata somewhat differently

from the rest of India
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has a lewson in i Roaring rer,
sandy beaches. a bright hull moon
and black rum malos for pume
whilte lies, Mo one's complaneng
though. Take another Sip and Em-
ply stare back o the flames.

Later, after the shories hawe nun
their course for the night, we dis-
cover & real noctumnial being.
Curled up in the crook of the lend
ceding, the litthe felow almost
Capes detechion from the oriss-
eroraing beams of two torches.
Spotted, dishodged and stomped
oul in & swift pre-emptive swoop,
it proses to be the first of theee
sierallar cisualtet over & My
iy The nesd ns tLms up
bucked in condy under the tant-
il lining and the third & i wur-
g tovwvands some dark goal
betwieen the bod covers. He's big,
about two-and -a-half nches, snd
posongusly handworme. Some-
thang fatally Fascanabing about
coal-black scorpion against a
firessh whitte sheet. . | pause
momentanly before messng up
thi pectune with my hardback bed
puidebock.

Down the valiey. barcly a
dozen kilmetres away, 3t Hanol,
the forees of bight and darkness
had clashed above the din of
crashing waler in another age. In
i case, Loed Shiva's trident dis-
mased the human- gobliing
demon inko the furthest depbin of
the nether workd. Marking the
wictory stands 2 temnpie hemmed
in by & rarnbling vilage, Women
are prohibeted from the sanctum
sanctonurm, howewer, and Timery
has to content herself pottering
about the Hione renditions in Lhe
courtyard. Meamwhile, the prisyt
detaches himseit gracioushy brom
&n absorbing card garme in the
wanng munbght, unlkodc the
shrine doors and autograghes. my
forchead with the customary
smear of vermilion. Retuming to
the competition, freshiy bicssed
and inspired by the Destroyer, he

thiamip the hand with the Jack of
Senacien

U thes valley, in Gervindighat
WWildide Sanctuary, the Rupin and
Supin dhscharge their ice-melt,
adding tonnage o the Tons. A
plurmg Khales) mother waddies to
the safety of shrubbery, chicks in
Lo, wolvibe &2 the end of & black-
tea wadl in Netwar—milk 2t the
effuibes huss curdled—a sepulchral
pile of white leathers are a that
remind of her two unfortunate
domettic cousin, dinpalched de-
passionately by the cheerful
roighbourhood butcher, o add
micat to tonight's dinner Lable

M Blacks commanidh, are: clear
and unruffied. * And-uh rright
back paddle. * Very consciously, |
try and hold the fulcrum of the
shaft choses to my hip and rotate.

| Avytrenacally leaning forwand and

back, the idea bemng to use the
fonce of the torto rather than the

arrre. Apart from impeoved

rranccuvrabiity, there’s another
reason to try and master the art of
roweng A raft as quickdy as pogs-
bk, Ve half way doram the soc-

| camel river soinee and I'm gingery

| teehng the effects of the free

1: manicu that comes with a
ragged achon—uncven nais

| inevitabiy bent back by comstant
serapmg against the hard rubber

| sades of the boat.

| The craft noses into Gugar

! Chinnsl=—th nomenciitues

| referring to the red-bearded

| herdsmen inhahing the ansa—

| and picks its way out of Jailihouse
Rock's boulder garden. *Easy for-
weared”, Al Black scans the sun-
reflecling dresm for poui-CReers
and stoppers, potentially danger-
o risped Foem often difficull to
spot until too late, Guide-bow
and veteran of mnumerable
descovty, i hunched shouldert
CArry ravgating wisdom dntiled
from thousands of rowing

milsage. Incidentally, how do you
ieheritify & river ranner? Check out
the backs of his fest. They'l be
stped fair and dar, the litter
froem the protection of sandal
straps and the former from sun-
s, Further, how do you distin-
fuith & genuine mver rat froma
each-combing mouse? In adds-
this 1 thed hscolorahion, the has
o i instepn waill be wom off—a
pedicure affected from tenacous-
Iy wedging indo that uncomfort-
abile fookholkd unchss the deck-
fioor lnes o keep the butt steady
i ther Face of hysdroligical
gt

Eudgroning theough Big
Splach, the boat ambiles respect-
Fully thicugh the Lunagad Rapid.
Camg looks picture perfect from
here, except that the camera s
wragly ensconced in the diny box
&nd the contest between rubber
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chance, We float past a rival camp
and whoop out the ritualistc
intimictatony wier Cres Yonder, My
Blsck points out & scraggly trunk
straning above & nondesengt

| grove of trees. Al almost 61

metres in height, Asia's tallest pire
et i undoubbodly much moee
imprestive ganed at verbcally
from up close within the silent for-
est, than from a fiwssal perch
Heave-ho, up a g waggng
wilve we g0, Ower The Hill, deog-
ping down into the deep trough,
Tierwmy arad | scrabbie our paddies
pathwbcally in a. /M Black, on
the other hand, deves ber inbo
the secthing currend with the
same peering procison she uies
to deploy her knitting needles on
webes of wool. Big Fart packs a
rrave substantve ampiftude than
its ungracious bte suggests. In

| fact. the pontic glant & one of the

o enjoyabie rocks on this un
Then suddenty, we swing into
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